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About the Brisbane River
The river was traditionally a rich 
hunting ground for the Jagera and 
Turrbal tribes of the area. It was 
first surveyed by John Oxley in 
1823 who recommended it as a 
site for a convict settlement.  

The Brisbane River catchment 
has a sub-tropical climate with 
1.5m of rainfall a year mostly as 
intense summer storms. It is the 
largest catchment in South East 
Queensland at 13,500km2 and 
supports the largest population 
of any catchment in Queensland, 
with over one million inhabitants.

Dominating the banks of the 
Brisbane River are Gray Mangrove 
trees acting as nurseries for 
the river fish. The river and its 
wonderful surroundings are best 
explored on a CityCat ferry 
cruise. 

About the Queen St 
Mall
Queen Street is Brisbane’s 
most historic and most 
notable street. The mall 
that runs between George 
and Edward Streets, which 
opened in 1982, is the most 
successful pedestrian mall in 
the southern hemisphere. 

The hub of Brisbane’s retail 
precinct, the mall displays 
excellent examples of old 
and new architecture, with 
the light, intricate structures 
in the mall providing 
interesting contrast to the 
buildings that line each side. 
The façades of some of the 
oldest buildings in Brisbane 
are amongst them.

1. Brisbane Arcade
The beginnings of the 
Brisbane Arcade involve 
murder, scandal, insanity 
and a deathbed confession! 
It was built in 1923 by Dr 
James Mayne and his sister 
on the site of their former 
family home. Their father, 
Patrick Mayne, infamously 
confessed on his death bed 
to the murder, robbery 
and dismemberment of an 
itinerant sawyer. The story 
can be read in The Mayne 
Inheritance (1997).

Go through the Brisbane 
Arcade to Adelaide Street. 
Walk left until you reach 
the pedestrian crossing, 
cross Adelaide Street and 
climb the stairs to King 
George Square.

2. King George Square
The first public square 
between Ann and Adelaide 
streets was known as Market 
Square, and when City Hall 
was built on the site, the land 
was re-designated as Albert 
Square. Following the death 
of King George V in 1935, 
the square was widened and 
renamed King George Square 
in his honour.
King George Square is 
currently undergoing another 
reincarnation. Information on 
the new design for the square 
is available from the visitor 
information desk in City 
Hall. The historic statues and 
artworks that once graced 
the square have been put 
into storage to protect them 
during construction. When 
construction is completed, 
the square will no doubt 
resume its role as Brisbane’s 
civic gathering place.  

3. City Hall
Heritage-listed City Hall 
was built in the 1920s and 
its distinctive clock tower 
has long been a symbol of 
Brisbane. It remains the seat 
of the Brisbane City Council, 
as well as being home to the 
Museum of Brisbane. 

The neo-classical façade 
features a sculptured 
tympanum above the portico. 
Some controversy surrounds 
the sculpture, which depicts 
the progress of civilisation. 

The bell tower can be 
accessed by a free elevator 
from 10am to 3pm M–F 
10am to 2.30pm on Saturday.

Tours of City Hall are 
available M–F 8.30am and 
4.30pm. Bookings are 
essential: 3403 8888.

Take the stairs on the 
north-east side of the 
square to Ann Street, and 
cross at the pedestrian 
crossing.

4. Albert St Uniting 
Church
The Albert St Uniting Church 
opened in 1889. Its design, 
reminiscent of the Salisbury 
Cathedral in England, is 
dominated by a grand, 
single spire, intricate stained 
glass windows and shaded 
cloisters. 

The interior timberwork, 
particularly of the choir 
stalls and pulpit, is a 
masterpiece of nineteenth 
century craftsmanship, as 
is its imposing, decoratively 
painted 2250–pipe organ. 

The church is very popular 
for weddings.

Proceed along Albert Street 
and across Turbot Street. 
Cross Albert Street and 
enter Roma Street Parkland 
via the Albert Street walk 
bridge. 

Roma Street Parkland 
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Entering Roma Street 
Parkland, on your left you will 
see Brisbane’s rail and coach 
hub, Roma Street station. 

Depart Roma Street Parkland 
via the Wickham Terrace 
entry and walk to the right. 
Go straight ahead at the 
intersection facing Hotel 
Grand Chancellor into 
Leichhardt Street.

5. Wickham Terrace and 
Leichhardt Street
These streets are the site 
of some of the earliest 
residential development in 
Brisbane. Blocks of land along 
this ridge were first sold 
in 1856. Elite housing was 
developed a long the ridges, 
with workers’ cottages on 
the lower slopes.  A natural 
spring that provided the 
young colony with water gave 
the suburb the name that 
survives today: Spring Hill.

In the twentieth century, 
the ridge became home to a 
number of medical specialists 
servicing the hospitals in 
the area. During WWII the 
US forces commandeered 
a number of buildings along 
the ridge. 

6. Birley Street
This steep street is typical 
of the residential streets 
of modern Spring Hill, 
featuring a combination of 
old workers’ cottages at 
various stages of restoration, 
alongside more modern 
housing.

At the top of Birley Street, 
cross Wickham Terrace and 
walk to the left.

7. Wickham Park
Wickham Park was named 
for John Clements Wickham, 
who conducted maritime 
surveys of Australia as 
Captain of HMS Beagle and 
who became the first police 
magistrate of Brisbane in 
1843. 

The park contains the 
remains of air raid shelters 
from WWII.

8. The Windmill 
Built by convicts in 1828, 
the Windmill is the oldest 
building in Brisbane.  Also 
known as the ‘tower of 
torture’, the Windmill 
was powered by convicts 
as a form of punishment, 
contributing to Brisbane’s 
reputation as a convict hell. 
It is now used as a weather 
observatory.

9. Jacob’s Ladder
The 85-step staircase linking 
Wickham Terrace with  
Upper Edward Street was  
a workers’ shortcut from  
the suburb of Spring Hill  
to the city.

10. People’s Palace
A lovely example of  
heritage architecture—with  
bull-nose roofing, verandas, 
intricate lacework and 
cast iron balustrades—the 
‘People’s Palace’ was built 
by the Salvation Army as a 
temperance hotel in 1910, 
where no alcohol or gambling 
was allowed. Ironically, today 
it is the home of Palace 
Backpackers, a hostel with 
a reputation for all night 
partying!

From the entrance to 
Palace Backpackers, cross 
Edward Street and walk 
along Ann Street.

11. Shrine of 
Remembrance and 
Eternal Flame
A war memorial in Greek 
Classic Revival style, the 
Shrine of Remembrance 
was dedicated to the 
Australian and New Zealand 
Army Corps (Anzacs) on 
Armistice Day, 1930.  The 18 
columns around the shrine 
represent the years of peace 
after WWI.  An ‘eternal 
flame’ burns in a brass urn 
within the shrine. Each year 
memorial services are held 
at the shrine on ANZAC Day 
(April 25) and Armistice Day 
(November 11).

12. Anzac Square
Anzac Square was built as 
the home of the Shine of 
Remembrance. The formal 
design marks the Square as a 
place of reflection. 

The tree plantings are 
symbolic: bottle trees 
commemorate the Boer 
War, while the palm trees 
commemorate conflicts in 
the Middle East.

Take the elevated 
pedestrian walkway from 
Anzac Square to Post 
Office Square.

13. Post Office Square
Post Office Square is a public 
square, built on top of an 
underground shopping mall 
in 1984. 

The square is popular with 
city workers at lunchtime.

14. Brisbane General 
Post Office (GPO)
An excellent example of 
neoclassical architecture, 
the General Post Office has 
been housed in the same 
building since 1879. The GPO 
is also home to a small postal 
museum.

Go through the laneway in 
the centre of the GPO to 
Elizabeth Street.

15. The Cathedral of 
St Stephen and St  
Stephen’s Chapel.
Mass was first celebrated 
in what is now known as St. 
Stephen’s Chapel in 1850. 

The little stone church 
served as a cathedral from 
the appointment of the first 
Bishop in 1859 until 1874. 
The chapel was painstakingly 
restored in the late 1990s.

Bishop Quinn, the first 
bishop of the diocese, laid 
the foundation stone of the 
cathedral on the feast of St 
Stephen, 26 December 1863. 
A much larger cathedral than 
exists was envisaged but 

economic depression in the 
1860s changed plans. The 
current building also includes 
the foundation stones for a 
cathedral dedicated to the 
Holy Name of Jesus planned 
for Ann Street.

Tours of St Stephen’s are 
available weekdays at10.30am 
(following Mass) and Sundays 
at 9.00am, 11.00am and 
1.00pm (following Mass).

16. Queens Gardens
This small public park, 
established in its present 
form in 1963, is surrounded 
by major heritage buildings. 
The old Executive Building, 
now home to Conrad Hotel, 
forms one border, the old 
State Library is across 
William Street, and the old 
Treasury Building (now the 
Treasury Casino) is across 
Elizabeth Street. 

Named in honour of Queen 
Victoria, it includes a statue 
of the monarch as well as 
former Premier Thomas Ryan 
and a Royal Australian Air 
Force memorial.

17. Harris Terrace 
The oldest building in George 
St (1867), Harris Terrace is 
a rare example of  Victorian 
era terrace housing in 
Queensland.

18. The Mansions
Built in 1889, this set of six 
three-storied red brick and 
light stone terrace houses has 
been well used throughout its 
100–year–plus history. 

It was first occupied by 
distinguished families of the 
period including Premier 
Boyd D. Morehead and the 
first female doctor, Dr Lillian 
Cooper. 

The Mansions are now 
tenanted for commercial uses 
including one of Brisbane’s 
finest restaurants. Look up 
to see the stone cats peering 
down at you. 

19. The Queensland Club
This private ‘Gentlemen’s 
Club’, opposite the Mansions, 
was founded in 1859, 
just four days before the 
separation of Queensland 
from New South Wales. 
The heavy walls, columns 
and spacious balconies 
evoke a tropical version of 
a traditional London club. 
Entrance and membership—
still barred to women—is by 
invitation only.

20. Parliament House
The construction of 
Parliament House was 
completed in 1867 and it 
has remained the seat of 
government since. Built in 
French Renaissance style 
from local sandstone and 
freestone, it is a significant 
landmark in Brisbane with 
impressive interior.  

Tours operate M–F on 
demand 9.00am to 4.15pm, 
unless Parliament is sitting, 
and10.00am to 2.00pm on 
weekends. On sitting days 
members of the public can 
watch proceedings from 
the Legislative Assembly 
Chamber public gallery.  
3406 7562.

City Botanic Gardens 
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Enter the City Botanic 
Gardens by the entrance 
facing Parliament House. 

Exit the City Botanic 
Gardens via the pathway to 
Queensland University of 
Technology.

21. Queensland 
University of Technology
Known as QUT, this is one 
of three major universities 
in Brisbane. It began life as 
a college of technical and 
teacher education in 1849, 
and teaching has taken 
place at the Gardens Point 
campus, next to the City 
Botanic Gardens, since 1908. 
The campus includes an art 
gallery and theatre.

22. Old Government 
House
Old Government House was 
the home of Queensland’s 
Governor for most of the 
State’s first fifty years, and 
was a major figure in the 
day-to-day life of both the 
colony and the State. The 
building is also significant as a 
survivor from the early days 
of the Colony when it was 
one of two major buildings in 
the then “frontier” town of 
Brisbane. 
The building is opening for 
viewing M–F 10.00am to 
4.00pm. Guided tours are 
available.

From the front entrance of 
Old Government House, 
walk right (towards the 
student union building) and 
turn left at the end of the 
building. Proceed down the 
stairs and veer left towards 
the footbridge.

23. Goodwill Bridge
The 500m footbridge opened 
in 2002 and is named in 
honour of the Goodwill 
Games held in Brisbane in 
2001. More than 40,000 
pedestrians and cyclists cross 
the bridge each week. 

24. Views of Kangaroo 
Point Cliffs and Story 
Bridge
Looking left as you cross the 
Goodwill Bridge, you will 
have views of these Brisbane 
icons. The cliffs, which 
provided stone for many of 
the early buildings, are very 
popular with rock climbers.  
In the foreground, the 
Captain Cook Bridge 
links with the Riverside 
Expressway as one of the 
city’s major thoroughfares.

25. Maritime Museum 
and Dry Dock
South Brisbane was an 
important commercial and 
maritime centre of Brisbane. 
Wharves lined the river up 
to the Victoria Bridge until 
the 1960s.

The Maritime Museum 
provides a record of the 
maritime history of the city. 

The frigate Diamantina, the 
last of the WWII river class 
frigates in service to the 
Australian navy, and the tug 
Forceful, still in use after 81 
years, can both be seen from 
the shore. 

The museum is open daily 
from 9.30am to 4.30pm (last 
entry 3.30pm), except on 
some public holidays. Tours of 
Diamantina are also available.

South Bank Parklands 
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The bougainvillea–lined 
arbour at the foot of the 
Goodwill Bridge marks the 
entrance to South Bank 
Parklands.

Exit South Bank via the 
Cultural Forecourt at the  
end of the Arbour Walk.

26. Queensland 
Performing Arts Centre
Brisbane’s first theatre, the 
Cremorne, opened near 
this site in 1847. Today the 
Queensland Performing Arts 
Centre (known as QPAC), 
a world-class facility, offers 
spectacular performance 
spaces for theatre, ballet, 
orchestra and opera, as well 
as restaurants and galleries.

Backstage tours of the 
performance spaces are 
offered at 11.30am every 
Friday.

27. Old Victoria Bridge 
Pier and Vasyli Memorial
Opposite QPAC and near the 
Victoria Bridge is the old pier. 
Five bridges have spanned the 
Brisbane River at this point. 
The pier is all that remains 
of the fourth Victoria Bridge, 
which spanned the river from 
1897 to 1969. The memorial 
commemorates a young 
boy killed while welcoming 
returning soldiers from WWI.

28. Victoria Bridge
The first Victoria Bridge 
was a temporary wooden 
bridge connecting the north 
and south of Brisbane that 
opened in 1865. The first two 
‘permanent’ bridges were 
swept away by severe floods. 
The current bridge opened 
in 1969.

29. Views of the William 
Jolly Bridge and 
Millennium Arts Precinct
Looking to the left as you 
cross the Victoria Bridge, you 
will see the Millennium Arts 
Precinct, which includes the 
State Library and the Gallery 
of Modern Art, on the left 
bank of the river.  At the next 
bend, the William Jolly Bridge 
spans the river. The bridge 
opened in 1932 and was 
known as the Grey Street 
Bridge until 1955, when it 
was named in honour of the 
first Lord Mayor of Brisbane. 

On the right bank, a cycle 
and walking path runs 
the length of the river to 
Toowong.

30. Treasury Building
Construction commenced 
on the historic Treasury 
Building in 1885. It was used 
as a venue to mark public 
occasions. Made from local 
sandstone, the building covers 
one city block. Renowned 
for its Italian Renaissance 
architecture style, it is now 
home to the Conrad Treasury 
Casino.
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Starting point: Brisbane Visitor Information Centre,  
Queen Street Mall.

Start your walk with your back to the double doors of the 
Visitor Information Centre. The first stop is on the right of 
the mall. Colorado and Darrell Lea Chocolates have stores  
at the entrance.


